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Abstract 
The paper begins with explanation s of operative terms such as Examinations 
(Exams) Examination Malpractice (EM), it further discusses the nature/types of 
Examination Malpractice used by candidates/students. The causes of Examination 
Malpractice as are the number of culprits was discussed. Judging from the experience of 
Kaduna Polytechnic, the paper suggested eight measures on how to minimize EM in our 
Vocational and Technical Institutions of learning in Nigeria. Recommendations on how 
to reduce EM to the barest minimum and move our great nation forward were also 
highlighted. 

Introduction 
Examination in broad perspective is an instrument for testing, assessment, evaluation and accreditation, it 

is used for the purpose of selection, placement, certification and promotion. For any examination to be credible, it 
must possess key elements which are reliable and validity. These key elements can only be present if the 
examination is free and fair, devoid of partiality, cheating and all sorts of malpractice. The focus of this paper is to 
examine the meaning, causes, history and purpose if examination. The paper also suggests some strategies/measures 
to minimize examination malpractice in the Nigeria educational system. 

The importance of education and the quality of examination are crucial to the development of a nation. No 
meaningful technological breakthrough can be achieved with an unhealthy examination culture. From its 
historical perspective, examination malpractice in Nigeria is as old as western education; but its national 
prominence could be traced to the introduction of the Universal Primary Education called UPE, whose main 
objective was mass education in the country. This ushered in rapid expansion of schools at all levels and crash 
programme of training teachers who could not pass through the Common Entrance Examination (C.E.E.). 

Thts crop of semi-literate or half baked teachers was entrusted with the responsibility of training children in 
primary schools which inevitably gave rise to poor educational foundation and examination irregularities. The 
problem is said to have assumed several sophisticated dimensions both in character and scope with the dynamics of 
the society, so much so that it puts to question the credibility, reliability of any examination as a potent instrument 
for judgement of knowledge and competence in Nigeria (Liman, 1997). 

It is very important at this time in our national history to talk on "EXAMINATION PROMOTION IN 
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING", This is because issues connected with 
examinations are not only of national interest, touching on every home in the country, but also because they have 
generated more heated debates, discussions, commentaries and workshops than any other subject of national 
interest in recent times. Conscious of this therefore, we intend to approach this paper by carefully highlighting the 
underlying basic assumption of examination promotions also relate this to our vocational technical institutions of 
learning with special reference to Kaduna Polytechnic. 

Meaning of Examination 
Examination often shortened as "exams" according to Hornby (1995), in Webster's Dictionary is defined 

as "testing of knowledge or capabilities". Examination is a way of finding out how much of what is taught to pupils 
or students at various levels of educational system has actually been understood or assimilated. It is also a formal 
test of somebody's knowledge, skill or ability in a particular subject, especially by means of written questions or 
practical exercise. 

Examination can be internal or school based in which case teachers can be directly involved in the 
assessment of their students. Examination can be oral or written on the other hand. External examination 
otherwise as public examinations which are conducted by examination boards or councils as the case may exist in 
this country for example, the West African Examination Council (WAEC) & National Examination Council 
(NECO). 

 
To a certain degree, the acceptability and reliability of any certificate depends on the conduct of the 

examination itself The purpose of this paper is to focus on discussion of what should be obtained in the examination 
units of all higher institutions in Nigeria with particular reference to vocational and technical of learning in order to 
ensure effective conduct of examination in such institutions. 

Meaning of Examination Malpractice (E.M.) 



Examination malpractice (E.M.) is any action that contravenes the rules and regulations of examination 
ethics. In examination context, it means an illegal attempt or action of an individual or group of students to benefits 
self or others through evil means while violating the regulations governing the conduct of examination. Oluyeba & 
Daramola (1992), defined examination malpractice as "any behaviour exhibited by candidates or anybody charged with 
the conduct of examination in or outside the examination hall before, during or after the examination". 

Afigbo (1996) views examination malpractice as "any action or omission which makes it impossible to use 
an examination in determining the level of competence of a candidate in absorbing, reducing and where appropriate, 
applying knowledge". In the same vein, Usman (1996) sees examination as "any act of wrong - doing or neglect 
that contravenes the rules of acceptable practice before, during and after an examination by anybody in any way is 
tantamous to malpractice". In fact, EM makes nonsense of education systems by undermining the very purpose of 
education instruction or training by which young people learn to develop and use mental, social physical powers. It 
plants the seed of unethical values in the fertile of students. Giving this monster, free reign amounts to supporting an 
enabling environment whereby, future leaders, doctors, civil servants, bankers, teachers, professors, politicians, 
accountants, journalists, etc are forged on the fraudulent foundation of E.M. This has serious economic, political and 
social consequences not just for a country or school but for the world at large. 

Also malpractice is "any act which gives a student undue advantage over other students in answering any set 
examination questions" (Federal Polytechnic Nassarawa Student Handbook, 1997/98). Furthermore, Kaduna 
Polytechnic defined Examination Malpractice as "unfair practice or irregularities of regulation during the conduct of 
examination" such practices include examination leakage, impersonating, cheating such as swapping of scripts, 
smuggling of answer into examination hall and verbal/physical assault on examination administrators, multiple 
entries, alteration of, stuffs, falsification of result slips, certificate forgery/racketeering, etc. (Kaduna Polytechnic 
Examination Regulation Handbook, 1994). 

We can also reiy on the provision of the special tribunal (Miscellaneous offenses) Decree No. 22 of 1984, 
for further explanation. The decree has penalties for "any person fraudulently or with intent to cheat or secure any 
undue advantage of himself or any other person, or in abuse of his office sells, buys or otherwise deals with any 
question paper intended for the examination of person at any examination". To cover members of examination 
bodies, principals, teachers or other person entrusted with the safety or security of question papers, the decree in 
subsection II states that: 

"where the accused person is an employee or anybody concerned with the conduct of 
examination a head teacher or other persons entrusted with the safety or security of question 
papers, he/she shall be prosecuted against and punished as provided in this section, not 
withstanding that the question paper concerned is proved not to be like or does relate to the 
examination concerned". 

With this decree, Government proved her concern over examination malpractice in this country at least 
in theory. If all the involved in examination malpractice since 1984, had been prosecuted and sent prison, a 
different would have been made. Government has announced that the decree will soon be revised to make it a more 
realistic tool for fighting E.M.'s. 

Nature/Types of Examination Malpractice 
Examination malpractice is more less a stable phenomenon. It manifest in diverse ways. The need to 

highlight some of its various faces cannot be over-emphasized. The following are some of the types of the monster 
used by the candidates/students. 

 

Accreditation Malpractice 
This is a form of examination malpractice by tertiary institutions, aided and abetted by their sponsoring 

government. Afigbo (1998) explained what they do in connection with the accreditation visit established and administered 
by the National Universities Commission (NUC), National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) and the National 
Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE). The institutions for accreditation are for the most part under-funded. 
The result is that facilities and equipment are below standard. And since no institution and no superintending government 
would like to scar idly by while the courses run in i t s  institution fail the accreditation test, they collude and borrow all the 
necessary equipment from any and every where For the period of the visitation. A month or so alter the exercise, these are 
returned to their rightful owners. It explains why institutions cry for lack ol equipment, laboratories and facilities for 
specialized courses after being duly accredited as qualified and well equipped to run such courses. 

Assault and Intimidation 
Adeniran (1996) stated that "fighting examination malpractice in Uganda is just like lighting a real war and the 

enemies embedded in the midst of the population". Also certain part of this country, the conduct of public examination has 
become a matter of life and death as one would expect in a war zone. Candidates arrive at the examination centre armed 



with dangerous weapons such as cutlass, long knives and even guns". Some malpractioners cause confusion and 
commotion to create good opportunity for their crimes. Others scare and intimidate supervisors and invigilators by 
throwing rubber snakes or fire works at them. 

Bribery 
Some female and male students go beyond sexual gratification to buy gifts of ties, shits, wrist watches and even 

cash, etc. for their teachers. Some malpractioners purchase gifts for supervisors and invigilators who turn blind eyes or 
look the other way while cheating goes on. 

Bringing Foreign Materials into Examination Hall 
Students come into examination hall with materials such as text books; note books question papers or previous 

examination and blank prices of paper. Exhibits such as handkerchiefs, shirt (Babban-riga), waist clips and currency 
notes With copious notes and photocopies of prepared answers have been found. Candidates have also been caught with 
notes on their palms and thighs and cellular (GSM,) phones and data storing calculator (Shoenkan. 1996). 

Collusion Between Candidates 
Students arrange among themselves to assist one another, copy from one another or exchange information in the 

examination hall. Students also whisper to one another. 

Impersonating 
Some students register for the examination while impersonating write for them. This is one of the biggest 

examination malpractice rackets. When students in tertiary institutions or unemployed graduate talk about having 
secured a 'contract', they are probably talking about impersonating for candidates in certain examinations. 

Leakage 
Examination papers are known to have leaked by printers, examiners, typist, and transporters of those who are in 

custody of the paper, in some cases, papers are leaked as a result of poor handling by examination bodies and their 
officials. There are incidences when wrong papers are sent to wrong centres, or public knowledge is made of a paper 
that is yet to come up. 

Sale of Handout/Books by Lecturers 
This is the act perpetrated by lecturers who exploit the high cost of textbooks and the helplessness of students. It is 
a common knowledge that students who fail to buy the handout also fail the papers irrespective of how brilliant they 
performed in answering questions. This is an area we  

charge Students Unions Government (SUG) to raise in defence of their fellow members. However, other faces pf 
this monster (E.M.) include the following: 
• Collusion between candidates. 
• Collusion between candidates and officials. 
• Mass cheating. 
• Inspection for approval malpractice. 
• Substitution of answer sheets. 
• Examination funds malpractice. 
• Comfort fund malpractice. 
• Spying 
• Passing papers in the hall. 
• Submission of multiple scripts. 
• Coded or sign language malpractice. 
• Sale of "live" question papers. 
• Sale of blank answer sheets. 
• Marketing malpractice, etc. 

Causes of Examination Malpractice 
"People in a bid to actualize adage which says that "knowledge is power" do so to detriment of ethics. 

They believe the dictum that the end justifies the means and act anyhow, anytime. This may appear to the 
offenders as the fastest, non strenuous and less rigorous way of obtaining certificates cheaply, but it often gets 
the people involved caught while it dampens the morale of the innocent ones" (Nnaemeka, 1998). 
" ............................................ Not too long ago, cheating was considered wrong good and boys and girls did not 



cheat. 
Today, that view has become as outdated as cliched. Cheating has become the norm" (Nnaemeka, 1998). 
The above views by Nnaemeka perhaps explain why students get involved in examination malpractice as are 
the number of the culprits. Most of the causes psychological, but the most readily mentioned are as follows: 

Wrong Choice of Course/Absence of Guidance and Counselling Services in Schools 
It is not uncommon to find students who would normally be suited to read history, struggle to go in for 

Chemical Engineering, Computer Science, Accountancy, Mathematics, Audio-Visual Technology, etc. 
Unfortunately, because of the present global economic recession, the situation has even worsened. Students 
now undermine capabilities to go in for courses that will fetch them job and good pay. 

The Fear of Falling and Disappointment/The Desire to be Successful at all Time 
Naturally, human beings hate failing. But the psychological impact on students seems more because a 

lot of them are dependent on some form of sponsors or others. The common sponsors are parents not like to 
disappoint any or the sponsors. 

In a frantic attempt to please their sponsors, the students indulge in all forms of examination 
malpractice to impress any of these sponsors. The students indulge in such act do not see anything wrong or 
bother about the consequences of cheating as long as the sponsors are happy. No wonder some students who are 
considered "good" get caught in their final years when luck runs against them. 

Lack of Confidence in the Part of Teachers/Lecturers and Students 
Many students fail or cheat not because they could not cope up with studies and pass, but because 

they forget what they have come to do. Instead, they go into such unpopular gangs and cult gangs. They 
report to class at their own convenience or when examinations are approaching. 

Teachers Attitude to Work 

Despite poor welfare condition some teachers do not help matters too. The exhibition of nonchalant attitude to work 
is one of the worst crimes in the attempt to educate our children. It is uncommon to see some teachers abandoning 
their classes, thereby denying the poor students the necessary knowledge to face the challenges of examination. 
Hence the students would not have any alternative but to cheat in the examination hails. 

Over Emphasis on Certificate 
The over emphasis on certificate or "paper qualification" as the only satisfactory requirement for admission 

into school, employment, promotion, recruitment into the Armed Forces etc. have made it a matter of do or die for 
students. The undue emphasis on success or passing has greatly influenced students to cheat during examination in 
order to pass and have a certificate. The certificate, irrespective of how it is got, is seen as a passport for livelihood. 
Students therefore go to any length not minding the consequences to get the certificate. 

Measures to Minimize Examination Malpractice in Our Vocational Technical Institutions of Learning 
In an effort to promote examination in Vocational and Technical Institution of learning, the Academic Board 

of Kaduna Polytechnic has provided a well-defined Examination Regulations Handbook (1994), which is made 
available to all staff and students to study. The examination regulations handbook (1994), has dedicated a whole 
section on conduct of examination and what constitute examination malpractice. The examination regulationhas also 
stipulated how cases of alleged examination malpractice will be handled and investigated. All suspects are under 
regulations, given the opportunity to defined themselves and are given fair hearing as well as right of appeal against 
the Academic Board's decision on the matter. 

Over the years, Kaduna Polytechnic has noted out appropriate punishment to both staff and students found to 
have indulged in examination malpractice. In its effort promote ethics in its examinations, the Kaduna Polytechnic 
ensures that only the senior staff of proven integrity are saddled with responsibilities pertaining to examinations and 
these officers do not normally hold such responsibilities for a period of more than four years. 

Each lecturer in the school provides two sets of question papers with model answer and marketing schemes 
in each semester examination. The one to be administered is picked by the department examination officer at the last 
minute. Examinations that cut across department are handled by a committee of senior officers headed by a Director 
and all question papers are prior to the examination kept in the custody of a College Director i.e. Director, College of 
Administration and Business Studies; Director, College of Science and Technology; Director, College of 
Environmental Studies; and Director, College of Engineering. 

Judging from the experience of Kaduna Polytechnic one can confidently postulate that examination 
malpractice could be brought to an end in our Vocational and Technical Institutions of learning by giving 



consideration to the following factors: 

Awareness/Alertness on the Part of Invigilators 
Invigilators must be aware of the number of candidates/students accommodated in the examination hall. 

They must be aware of the question papers and answer booklets provided to them. This will make it easy for them to 
identify any missing question paper(s) and even absent students. Invigilators must be on the alert throughout the 
duration of the examination. Distribution and collection of answer scripts at the beginning and end of the examination 
respectively must be systematic and calls for vigilance. 

At least two or more invigilators must be provided to the smallest examination hall. This becomes necessary 
because if only one invigilator is provided whenever he has a need to go out, the students will have a field-day in his 
absence. Where large halls are used, the ratio of invigilator/students should be 1:30 (JAMB, 1992). This ratio must be 
such that will not bring about over-stretching or under-utilization of invigilators. Too many invigilators may have 
adverse psychological effect on the candidates/students, while too few create room for inadequate invigitation and by 
extension, cheating (exam malpractice will take place). 

A Return of Basic Values 
There must be a return of basic ethical values. A situation where whoever makes money, irrespective of how, becomes 
a hero and gets rewarded with chieftaincy titles and chairmanships sends 

the wrong signal to the youths and students. Unless the drive for ethical cleansing is situated and pursued to logical 
conclusions in all ramifications of our national life, this society will come to grief. The current situation of insecurity of 
life and property will turn out to be a Childs play unless we move strongly to replace examination malpractice with 
examination ethics, to re-establish educational institutions as places for transmission of ethical value systems. 

Creation of Employment Opportunities for Young Graduates 
Many of the graduates who are involved in examination malpractice as touts. "Contractors" or impersonators 

have given frustration as their reason. It is possible that reducing the level of unemployment will also reduce the 
number of graduates involved in examination malpractice. 

Less Emphasis on Certificates 
System of employments and appointments should be re-focused to pay emphasis on per certification. 

Emphasis should be on practical ability. The craze to pass examination even by foul has its root in the belief that only 
certificates acquisition from examinations can guarantee access to jobs and opportunities. This trend ought to be 
reserved. 

Effective Sanction 
There is need to give more teeth to sanction to effectively deter would be malpractice. In addition to 

suspensions, expulsions, cancellation of subject and examination results, withdraw of certificates, de-recognition of 
schools, etc. names of examination malpractioners should be regularly published in the national dailies. In addition a 
computerized black book of convinced malpractioners should be developed which can be assessed by employers of 
labour or other interested parties for character references. Special; courts should be established to try and punish 
convicted offenders with minimum delays. 

Public Enlightenment 
Public enlightenment programmes should be organized periodically in form of seminars and workshops in 

schools and public places to portray the evils of examination malpractice. 

Remuneration of Teachers 
To curb examination malpractice, the profession of teaching must be made and be seen as one of the most 

respectable in this country. The salary of teacher must be paid to attract the best brains. It must be paid as at when due. 
It must be such that teachers should be able to resist the temptation of participating in Examination Malpractice for 
purpose of Gratification. It must be such that teachers will find it unnecessary to convert the time for teaching and for 
preparation of lessons to a time for trading. Everything possible must be done to motivate the teachers and keep their 
morale high. Examination malpractice will be as good as eradication if all the teachers in this country rise up with one 
voice in condemnation of Examination Malpractice. 

Teachers Students Affair/Relationship 
The relationship between male teachers and female students can be regarded as the greatest monster of 

examination malpractice. Some female students go beyond sexual gratification to buying gifts of tiers, shirts, wrist 



watches, etc. for their male teachers. Some malpractioner buy gifts for supervisors and invigilators who become 
well-disposed and turn blind eyes or look the other way while cheating goes on. There are cases whereby, answer sheets 
completed outside the examination hall by "contractors" are used to substitute the sheets earlier issued to candidates in 
the hall. This is done with the connivance of invigilators and supervisors. Some teachers are also known to reveal their 
question under the over of Areas of Concentration (AC). There are other cases where students leave space in their 
booklet while students go to the subject teacher's office to fill in the space with prepared answers after the examination. 

Expelled students roam the streets 
frustrated as they have no certificates 
or qualifications to secure normal 
employment. This could lead them to 
engage in one type of crime or the other 
to survive. It could also lead to high 
dependency ratio as the expelled 
students become dependent on their 
parents  

and other members of the society. These reduce the natural productivity by reducing the resources that would have 
been utilized for socio-economic development of the country. 

Recommendations 
It is hoped that when these recommendations are taken examination malpractice will be reduced to the barest 

minimum standard of certificates restored and the educational system placed in its rightful development trajectory to 
move our great nation forward,. The recommendations include: 
• Students should be enlightened through  the services of guidance and counseling on the 

consequences of examination malpractice. 
• Only qualified student should be admitted into institutions of higher learning to ensure that only 

serious and hardworking students are found in our vocational and technical institutions. 
• Provision should be made for adequate and qualified staff as well equipment to facilitate effective 

teaching and learning. 
« Lecturers if found culpable in examination malpractice should be flushed out from the system immediately. 
• Examinations are based on 50% continuous assessment (C.A.) and 50% examination marks. This 

will encourage students to attend to lectures and have confidence in themselves. 
« The fear of the Lord is the beginning of all wisdom. Parents should inculcate in children the fear of God and 

societal values. Parents should also show good example to their children by not engaging in cheating. 
» Government should provide enough funds to build or open more schools to accommodate increase in the 

population of students. 
• Few typists or clerks should be involved in the typing and duplicating of examination question 

papers to reduce the possibility of question papers leaking to the students. 

Conclusion 
Examination malpractice is not a new concept in the Nigerian educational system. The paper has attempted to 

provide a brief overview of the essentials surrounding the menace of examination malpractice and to proffer means of 
arresting it. However, it is our candid opinion that the battle by the society; students, lecturers, examiners, educational 
institutions, the government and the public at large through a converted effort could bring the problem to a permanent 
halt. 

The level of socio-economic and even political development in any nation depends on the quality of her 
human resource. This is why the problem of examination should be adequately addressed by the parents, the private 
organizations and the government. 
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